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Introduction

In tro duc tion
Na tions, in con trast with states, are gen er ally re cog nized within the
in tel lec tual com munity as more or less ar ti fi cially cre ated en tit ies.
And while this view seems to con tra dict the way in which many
people ac tu ally think about their own par tic u lar na tions—per ceiv ing
them as nat ural units, some what like fam il ies, to which they often
feel deep ties—the ar gu ments sup port ing the view of na tions as “in‐ 
ven ted” are com pel ling and long- standing. As early as 1882, for ex‐ 
ample, Ern est Renan—re ject ing the claims of race, lan guage, eco‐ 
nomic in terest, re li gious af fin it ies, geo graphy and mil it ary ne ces sity—
de clared in his lec ture “Qu’est qu’une na tion” (“What is a Na tion?”),
de livered at the Sor bonne, that “A na tion is a soul, a spir itual prin‐ 
ciple.” People are mem bers of a na tion, he as ser ted, largely be cause—
at least in the ory—they want to be; and the very ex ist ence of a na tion,
he stated, is “an every day plebis cite” ([1882] 1996 : 240 & 241). 1 In La
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Tenta tion de l’Oc ci dent (The Tempta tion of the West), pub lished in
1926, André Malraux ex pressed a sim ilar con cep tion of the na tion:
“The mind cre ates the idea of a na tion, but what gives it its sen ti‐ 
mental force is a com munity of dreams. Our broth ers are those
whose child hood was played out to the rhythm of the same epics and
le gends that dom in ated our own” ([1926] 1984  : 97). 2 The real ity of a
na tion, thus, is, to a great ex tent—and in deed some what iron ic ally—in
the minds of its people. And it is con sid er a tions such as these that led
Be ne dict An der son, in his now clas sic study, Ima gined Com munit ies:
Re flec tions on the Ori gin and Spread of Na tion al ism, to define the na‐ 
tion as “an ima gined polit ical com munity.” As he states in his “In tro‐ 
duc tion,” “It is ima gined be cause the mem bers of even the smal lest
na tion will never know most of their fellow- members, meet them, or
even hear of them, yet in the minds of each lives the image of their
com mu nion” (2006 : 6).

Near the end of the book, An der son sug gests that one power ful
mech an ism in the con struc tion of the ima gined na tional com munity,
which helps strengthen its unity, is a tend ency to res ist the au thor ity
of his tory and to for get—or rather to sim ul tan eously re mem ber and
for get—former di vis ive con flicts between often bit terly op posed
groups and to re cast these con flicts as in ternal dis putes or “fam ily
feuds” that be come in scribed as part of the na tional her it age or “fam‐ 
ily his tory,” often fly ing in the face of facts in order to do so. An der‐ 
son, in fact, cites Ern est Renan’s men tion in his lec ture of the Saint
Bartho lomew’s Day mas sacre of 1572 and the Al bi gensian Cru sade of
the early thir teenth cen tury as ar chetypal French ex amples of this
phe nomenon. In both cases, An der son notes, bloody con flicts were
re writ ten as “re as sur ingly frat ri cidal wars between—who else?—fel‐ 
low French men” (2006 : 200). Other ex amples offered by An der son in‐ 
clude the Nor man Con quest of Eng land (in which an in vad ing for‐ 
eigner, Wil liam the Con queror, is trans formed into a sort of “Found‐ 
ing Father” of Eng land) and the Amer ican Civil War (in which the
blood i est con flict in the his tory of the United States is rep res en ted as
a war between “broth ers”). In the twen ti eth cen tury, he sug gests,
sim ilar pro cesses of re writ ing his tory can be seen in cer tain “na‐ 
tional” present a tions of the Span ish Civil War and the Rus sian Civil
War.
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The art icles in this issue of Textes et Con textes offer an in dir ect ex am‐ 
in a tion, ex plor a tion and ree valu ation of An der son’s concept of the
“re as sur ance of frat ri cide” in a wide vari ety of con texts, using dif fer‐ 
ent ap proaches to study the phe nomenon of res ist ing the au thor ity
of his tory. 3 They treat vari ous his tor ical peri ods, from the six teenth
to the twen ti eth cen tur ies, and show how a re writ ing of na tional his‐ 
tory af fects the ways in which the past is presen ted and per ceived.
The stud ies focus their ana lyses, in one way or an other, on cul tural
as pects of the “re as sur ance of frat ri cide,” some times con firm ing and
some times chal len ging An der son’s as ser tions, in ex amples taken from
Eng land, Canada, the United States, Ire land, Ger many, Spain and
France.

3

The art icle that reaches the fur thest back in time is Frédérique
Fouassier- Tate’s “Amnésie col lect ive et réécritures de l’his toire dans
les deux tétralogies his toriques de Shakespeare,” which ex am ines the
re writ ing of Eng lish his tory in Shakespeare’s two his tor ical tet ra lo‐ 
gies. 4 As Fouassier- Tate notes, it was pre cisely at the time when
these his tory plays were writ ten that the concept of realm was shift‐ 
ing to ward the con cepts of state and na tion. And these dra matic
works, which do not rep res ent simple re flec tions of the polit ics of
their times, tend to both mask and re veal cer tain in ternal ten sions in
Eng lish his tory. The art icle, thus, does not fully con firm An der son’s
sug ges tion that the re writ ing of na tional his tory primar ily serves to
min im ize former ten sions, but it does, to a large ex tent, em phas ize
the im port ance of for get ting in the con struc tion of na tional nar rat‐ 
ives—which in clude these plays by Shakespeare—and their role in
cre at ing an ima gined na tional com munity, whose very con struc ted,
or ar ti fi cial, as pect they often high light.

4

Math ilde Köstler in “The Grand Dérangement – A Wound Not
Healed?” looks at the mid- eighteenth cen tury de port a tion and dis‐ 
persal of the Aca di ans—who had been liv ing in Brit ish Canada—in
what is com monly known as the Grand Dérangement. These Brit ish
cit izens of French des cent can cer tainly be con sidered as vic tims of a
frat ri cide, at least to the ex tent that one can see their Brit ish coun‐ 
try men who forced them out of their homes and off their lands as
their “broth ers.” Her focus is on the per spect ive of the Cajuns in
Louisi ana (who make up a sig ni fic ant part of the Aca di ans’ present- 
day des cend ants) and their at tempts to re write the his tory of the
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Grand Dérangement in the wake of Henry Wadsworth Long fel low’s
Evan geline: A Tale of Acadie, which it self can be seen as an ex ample of
view ing a past at ro city as a sort of “re as sur ing frat ri cide.” The Cajuns,
who have been seek ing re cog ni tion, if not re tri bu tion, for this vi ol ent
act of what at least one his tor ian char ac ter izes as an early ex ample of
eth nic cleans ing, have gained an at least par tial vic tory in the Queen’s
Royal Pro clam a tion of 2004, which ac know ledges the in justice of the
Grand Dérangement, without ac tu ally apo lo giz ing for it.

Two art icles focus on trau matic events—major wars in fact—in mid- 
nineteenth cen tury Amer ica and the re per cus sions these con flicts
had on the con struc tion of na tional iden tity. Jef frey Swart wood, in
“Mixed Mes sages and Con flict ing Loy al ties: Ree valu at ing the Cali‐ 
fornio Com munity of San Diego dur ing the Mexican- American War
(1846-1848),” looks at the Cali fornios, or Mex ican res id ents, in the
then small city of San Diego dur ing the Mexican- American War. This
com munity, which after the war was over ten ded to in creas ingly de‐ 
pict it self as a ho mo gen ous and uni fied en tity (to a large ex tent in op‐ 
pos i tion to the Anglo cul ture that quickly began to dom in ate the city
after the con flict), had, as Swart wood shows, been char ac ter ized by
in ternal di vi sion be fore and dur ing the Mexican- American War. It is,
in fact, this “in ven ted” unity of the past that in part has char ac ter ized
the iden tity of the His panic com munity of San Diego up to the
present day. Marc S. Smith, in “Paint ing the United States’ Civil War:
Or Cre at ing a Broth erly War,” ana lyzes paint ings that de pict vari ous
as pects of the Amer ican Civil War (1861-1865), no doubt the ar‐ 
chetypal frat ri cidal con flict in the con text of United States his tory.
The Amer ican Civil War is also an ar chetypal ex ample of how a coun‐ 
try trans forms such a con flict into a “re as sur ing” frat ri cide. As An der‐
son him self notes, “A vast ped ago gical in dustry works cease lessly to
ob lige young Amer ic ans to re mem ber/for get the hos til it ies of 1861-65
as a great ‘civil’ war between ‘broth ers’ rather than between—as they
briefly were—two sov er eign nation- states” (2006 : 201). Smith’s focus
on paint ings pro duced from the 1860s to the 1890s shows that the
“ped ago gical in dustry” of de pict ing the war as a “fam ily feud” began
be fore the war was even over and was cer tainly not aimed ex clus ively
at “young Amer ic ans.” He also makes it clear that scenes of do mest‐ 
icity were im port ant in cre at ing a “re as sur ing” in ter pret a tion of a
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con flict that cost more Amer ican lives than any other war in the na‐ 
tion’s his tory.

Half of the art icles in this col lec tion deal with twentieth- century ten‐ 
sions and con flicts in Europe. Cor nelius Crow ley’s study, “How to Do
Things with Words, and Deeds, and Blood,” fo cuses on the Easter
Rising and the Pro clam a tion of the Irish Re pub lic in 1916, events that
oc curred amidst the great na tion al istic struggles that char ac ter ized
the First World War. Crow ley of fers a prob ing in ter rog a tion of just
what the “au thor ity of his tory” means in the con text of na tion al istic
move ments and shows how Irish lead ers of the in de pend ence move‐ 
ment tried to present a uni fied front dur ing the struggle for in de‐ 
pend ence, in part through a claim to be rep res ent ing the spirit of
Irish his tory.

7

Dana Mar tin and Olvia Sal mon Mon vi ola, in “Le poids du passé : une
étude parallèle sur le trav ail de mémoire en Al le magne et en Es pagne,”
offer an in ter est ing and in nov at ive com par at ive study of how two
European coun tries, Spain and Ger many, that went through dif fi cult
peri ods dom in ated by au thor it arian or to tal it arian states, have dealt
with the memor ies of those trau matic pasts in the years fol low ing the
fall of Franco and the col lapse of Nazi Ger many. As they show, the
strategies ad op ted by these two, or, for a time, three, coun tries (for
many years after World War II Ger many was, of course, di vided into
the Fed eral Re pub lic of Ger many and the Ger man Demo cratic Re pub‐ 
lic), as to how to deal with the past var ied con sid er ably, not ably in re‐ 
la tion to their at ti tudes to wards memory and for get ting. And in both
the Span ish and Ger man con texts, ques tions con cern ing evolving
stances to wards their pain ful pasts re main im port ant today.

8

Con flicts that came into focus dur ing the 1930s and 1940s in France
are the focus of Hervé Bis muth’s art icle “Ar agon résistant  : la con‐ 
struc tion d’un dis cours na tional.” Bis muth chal lenges An der son’s as‐ 
ser tion that Marx ism was un able to ac com mod ate it self to na tion al ist
sen ti ment, that Com mun ism, in fact, was fi nally over powered, so to
speak, by na tion al ism, whose ap peal, ac cord ing to An der son, was al‐ 
ways some how greater, or more pro found, than that of Com mun ism’s
in ter na tion al ism. In re sponse, Bis muth demon strates how the French
Com mun ist poet and nov el ist, Louis Ar agon, helped elab or ate a
French na tional myth in an ef fort that can be traced back to the
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1930s. It was in part due to the work of Ar agon, in fact, that the Com‐ 
mun ist party in France be came the French Com mun ist Party amidst
the second great con flict of the twen ti eth cen tury, World War II. In‐ 
deed, after hav ing been branded a dan ger ous pariah dur ing the 1930s
and early 1940s, Ar agon, as Bis muth shows, was trans formed into a
cham pion of the Res ist ance and a pil lar of the French na tion.

The last art icle, Olivier Mahéo’s “His toire et mémoire du mouvement
des droits civiques, ter rain privilégié du frat ri cide rassur ant,” re turns
to the United States, here to the Civil Rights Move ment of the 1950s
and 1960s. As Mahéo makes clear, if the “mas ter nar rat ive” of this
move ment proffered by the “lib eral con sensus” tends to por tray a
uni fied group of lead ers pro mot ing a primar ily non- violent ap proach
to the struggle for in creased civil rights for blacks, the real ity be hind
that façade is much less simple. In deed, there were nu mer ous ten‐ 
sions within the move ment, which have often been covered up in the
in terest of na tional unity. And Mahéo’s art icle helps re veal a more ac‐ 
cur ate and more com plex pic ture of the Amer ican Civil Rights Move‐ 
ment, a major and wide spread at tack on the status quo in the United
States that has be come an in teg ral part of Amer ican na tional his tory.

10

All of the art icles in this issue of Textes et Con textes provide valu able
con tri bu tions to the his tori ography of the spe cific na tions they deal
with while, at the same time, help ing to both widen and deepen our
un der stand ing of the ways in which his tory is re writ ten. They offer
valu able in sights into how in ternal struggles and tur moil can later be‐ 
come, in one way or an other, presen ted as part of a uni fied na tional
his tory, as ex amples, in fact, of the “re as sur ance of frat ri cide.” These
re writ ings of his tory do not, of course, erase the past, but they often
help so lid ify na tions through a par tic u lar way of re mem ber ing that
past. Time—and the re shap ing of na tional stor ies—does not “heal all
wounds,” but both time and newly in ven ted nar rat ives do, in many
cases, con trib ute to a sort of “cure” that en ables na tional com munit‐
ies to ima gine them selves as less “wounded” and as more uni fied than
would oth er wise be the case.
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1  My trans la tions. It’s cer tainly no co in cid ence that Renan ex pressed these
ideas dur ing the period of the Ger man an nex a tion of Alsace- Lorraine (1871-
1918).

2  My trans la tion.

3  Earlier ver sions of some of the fol low ing art icles were presen ted at a re‐ 
search day, also en titled “Time Heals All Wounds: Res ist ing the Au thor ity of
His tory in the Con cepts of Na tion and Na tion al ism” / “Le Temps guérit
toutes les blessures  : La Résistance à l’autorité de l’His toire dans les con‐ 
cepts de na tion et de na tion al isme,” held at the Université de Bour gognein
Dijon in May 2013. Other art icles were sub mit ted for pub lic a tion con sid er a‐ 
tion in re sponse to a call for con tri bu tions for this issue of Textes et Con‐ 
textes.

4  The first tet ra logy in cludes the three parts of Henry VI and Richard III.
The second is made up of Richard II, the two parts of Henry IV and Henry V.
The eight plays were writ ten in the period from 1589 to 1599.

Mark Niemeyer
Professeur des Universités, Centre Interlangues Texte, Image, Langage (EA 4182),
Université de Bourgogne, UFR Langues et Communication, 4, Bd Gabriel, 21000
Dijon

and Spread of Nationalism, Rev. Ed.,
London: Verso. [French translation (of
first edition): Anderson, Benedict (2002)
L’imaginaire national  : réflexions sur
l’origine et l’essor du nationalisme, Trad.
Pierre-Emmanuel Dauzat, Paris: La
Découverte Poche.]

Malraux, André Malraux, ([1926] 1984).
La Tentation de l’Occident, Paris:
Bernard Grasset.

Renan, Ernest ([1882] 1996). “Qu’est-ce
qu’une nation ?” Qu’est-ce qu’une
nation, ed. Raoul Girardet, Paris:
Imprimerie Nationale, 221-243.

https://preo.u-bourgogne.fr/textesetcontextes/index.php?id=1122

