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INTRODUCTION

THE NATIONAL AND REGIONAL VINEYARDS.

THE ACREAGE FOR THE PRODUCTION OF PDO WINE

THE EVOLUTION OF ACREAGE GROWN WITH WINE PRODUCING
VARIETIES

CONCLUSION

INTRODUCTION

1 Grapevine cultivation in Italy can be traced back to ancient times and

covered the entire peninsula adapting to a very large number of envi-
ronmental conditions. Currently, compared to pre-phylloxera age,
the number of cultivated varieties has certainly reduced, but still re-
mains substantial. In fact, in the National Register of vine varieties
472 grape varieties for wine production and 129 for table grapes are
recorded.

The purpose of this paper is to analyze briefly the main changes in
the cultivation of vine in the period 1970 - 2010, on the grounds of of-
ficial data of the decennial censuses made by ISTAT (National Insti-
tute of Statistics). In the first part data will be provided on the pro-
gress of the national and regional acreages devoted to vine for table
and wine production. Due to the fact that production of table varie-
ties is less important in comparison to wine varieties and that the
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table varieties grown are the more and more foreign varieties that
change quickly, in the second part we will analyze the main patterns
of national acreage in respect to vine varieties for wine production
only.

THE NATIONAL AND REGIONAL
VINEYARDS.

3 Since the early "70s, the areas under vines have had a negative trend
with a sharp decline to the present day. In fact, the over 1.288.836
hectares (wine and table varieties) surveyed by ISTAT in 1970 shifted
to 663.005 in 2010, a decrease of 625.831 hectares equal to 50% of the
initial vine growing area. This decline has been continuous and had a
higher incidence in the 70-82 decade, with the loss of about 145.300
hectares, and then in 1990-2000 decade with other 214.678 hectares
that were withdrawn from the production area. The phenomenon has
continued according to the last ISTAT (2000-2010) survey, but with a
little slower trend, to the point that in this period only 50.000 hec-
tares of vineyard area were lost; that is an annual quota of about
5.000 hectares, compared with more than 20.000 of the previous de-
cade and 15.000 in the period 70-82 (Graph. A and Table 1).

{Graf. A). Trend of the national cultivation of grapevine from 1270 to 2010
(ISTAT).
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Years
RECGIONS 1970 1982 1990 2000 2010
Hectares % Hectares L1} Hedares L Hedars L Hectares L
Piemonte 97.508 7,58 74563 6,52 61.734 6,64 52.887 739 46570 7,02
Valed'dAmsa 068 0,08 047 0.08 691 0.07 515 007 463 0.07
Liguria 10.831 0,85 7.378 0,65 5279 0,57 2391 033 1.565 0,24
Lombardia 35.578 2,1 30.683 2,68 25.873 2,78 22.048 308 23 185 3,50
Provincia Bolzane 5476 0.42 5.157 0,43 5.086 =5 4800 057 5.201 0,80
Provincia Trento 10.919 0,85 5.709 0,76 8.587 0,82 9051 126 10.386 1,37
Venein 116501 9,04 95.600 8,37 80.635 8,67 73.726 1030 77806 |11.74
FriuliVenezia Gulia 21.760 1,68 21520 1,88 17.805 Ll 17.800 249 19332 292
Emilia-Ranagm 87.730 6.85 85590 748 67.497 726 spogg  BAE 55814 §.43
Toxana 121364 9,47 89979 7,87 70.487 7,58 58.446 817 59 955 9,04
Umbria 22.076 1,12 22955 2,01 17.986 1,03 14.226 189 12503 1,88
AMarche 21.822 1.70 32021 2.80 26.179 2.81 19.703 2,73 16 838 2,54
Lazo 106154 8,61 71207 6,23 51.362 552 20524 413 16.708 2,53
Abruzzo 38470 4,05 40.700 3.56 40.824 438 34,800 488 32 406 4,80
Aolise 8803 071 0.187 0,80 8.037 0,88 5883 082 5.177 0,78
Campania 50.950 4,00 48763 4,27 30.123 4,21 20.251 400 23 257 3,51
Pugha 190487 1780 185.044 1618 144533 554 110434 1543 107187 |1637
Baslcata 16.980 1,40 18503 1,64 13.118 1,41 8604 12 5.549 0,84
Cabbria 27.785 2.1 37576 3,29 23,797 2.3¢ 13.501 183 2.078 1.50
Sicilia 157719 1301 187.141 1637 173746 1368 121266 1695 113843 |1717
Sardesna §5.303 3,20 69866 6.11 47.821 314 15100 386 18 506 2,85
ITALY 1215372 100 1143536 100 930.200 100 715522 100 663.005 | 100

Tab. 1 Trend of regional areas under vine from 1970 to 2010 (ISTAT).

4 The reasons of this reduction, which interested the whole country,
are due to many factors, such as: a) the type of economic develop-
ment, where the incidence of the agricultural sector on the entire
economy, from the 60s, has been gradually decreasing in respect to
industry and services sectors; b) the specialization of farms whose
productions have been increasingly market-oriented; c) the wine po-
licies, at European and national level, that first encouraged the aban-
don of areas under vines and later promoted the conversion and re-
novation of existing vineyards; d)the evolution of consumer tastes
that are increasingly oriented to the use of neutral and less alcoholic
drinks which have certainly given a blow to consume of wine, which
in turn is passed from over 100 liters. per capita of the ‘60 to 40 liters
of today.

5 Continuing the analysis on the pattern of areas under vines in the last
decade, but on a regional basis (Graph. B), we note that, especially in
some regions, this has taken different and extremely positive trends
in terms of increase in wine-growing areas such as the Veneto, Friuli
V.G., Toscana, Lombardia and of the Provinces of Trento and Bolzano.
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In all other cases, the regional area planted to vineyard has been af-
fected by a steady decline, although there were also available for
these Regions incentives for preventing the abandon of wine-growing
areas and to upgrade and enhance the wine production .

(Graph B) Trend of regional acreage for table and wine giapes fiom 1970 to 2010
(ISTAT)
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6 Likely the Regions mentioned above, where the wine industry was al-
ready growing due to increased demand for the products of those
areas, have been able to take advantage of these measures especially
in the last decade (Graph. C), and this has helped to accelerate and in
some cases strengthen their supply curve. An example of this is the
increase in the areas planted with the varieties Pinot Grigio and Glera
in Veneto and Friuli Regions.
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Hedtares

{Graph. C} Comparison between 2000 and 2010 censuses of vine erowing areas in
Regions. Total acreage {ISTAT).
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Graph C. shows the areas under vine in 2000 and in 2010. It makes
clear what earlier stated and how this increase in surface has interes-
ted primarily a well-defined wine-growing area of the Country, which
includes more Regions that are almost homogeneous by climatic
conditions and dedicated to the cultivation of vine varieties that give
a "footprint" very significant to their wines. By contrast, in areas
where occurred a sharp decline, which continued, albeit in a more
subdued way even in the last decade, the autochthonous varieties
have been an opportunity for a recovery of the cultivation and the
same time have contributed to help preventing the erosion of the

wine growing area (Graph. D).
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(Graph. D) Variation in percentage of the regional acreage under vine of 2010 in respect to year 2000,
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8 On such basis, one can easily deduce that the loss of potential pro-
duction that has affected our country, and which will be later explai-
ned in more detail, is not necessarily the same in all varieties. In fact
reduction of the size of some of them is in line with the general de-
cline registered for the country. This is the case of Trebbiano roma-
gnolo, Trebbiano toscano, Malvasia bianca di Candia , etc. Other va-
rieties, however, show a sharp increase such as Glera and Pinot gri-
gio; others a consolidation associated with a slight but continuous
growth. This is what happens with some autochthonous varieties
such as Aglianico, Pecorino, Fiano, Falanghina etc.

9 While Italy has seen over the last 50 years a steady erosion of areas
under vines reaching in 2010 about 663.005 hectares, is also very in-
teresting to wonder if the current acreage can be deemed to be ba-
lanced with the marketing of wine even if over the past decade it has
been subject to an average annual decrease of approximately 5.000
hectares that in percentages corresponds to slightly less than 10 % of
the total acreage. Most likely, given the nature of wine market and
complexity of exchanges that take place on a global scale , the natio-
nal vineyard, can be considered balanced for the simple reason that
now the growers are specialized and have all the tools to cope with
the changes of market in a relatively short time. A major obstacle that
is, paradoxically, a limitation to the adaptation of production struc-
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tures to the needs of the market, is represented by the EU wine poli-
cy that imposes very severe constraints on the establishment of new
vineyards, with consequences that heavily condition not only the
growth and diversification of global supply but also its flexibility in
response to changes in the demand for the relevant wine products.

The graph E shows the varieties that between 2000 and 2010 increa-
sed and decreased more than 3.000 hectares. It 's interesting to note
that in respect to 2000 census, the increase in the total area of the 10
varieties that have increased their acreage accounts for 63.807 hec-
tares, while it amounts to 66.835 hectares for those 10 for which the
cultivated area is reducing; in practice nearly the same figure.

(Graph. E) The top ten varieties for wine produ ction that account for an in erease or reduction of more than
3000 hectares between 2000 and 2010,
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THE ACREAGE FOR THE PRO-
DUCTION OF PDO WINE

Italy is one of the leading wine producing countries in the world and
every year it compete with France for the first place.

The production of wines with a designation of origin, however, is
steadily increasing and, to date, it accounts for 73 Denomination of
Controlled and Guaranteed Origin (DOCG) wines, 336 Denomination
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13

of Origin (DOC) while IGT (Typical Geographical Indication) wines are
118.

Italian traditional terms DOCG and DOC correspond to EU PDO (Pro-
tected Denomination of Origin) term, and IGT to PGI (Protected Geo-
graphical Indication) term also envisaged by EU regulations.

Tabl. Tresd of acreage suder vine im Italy for PDO and other wises producton between 2000 and 2010 (ISTAT )

14

Year 2000 Year 010
REGIONS PDO wises Otkerwis e Total PDO wises Otker nise Total

Hecare % Hectares| % |Hectare % Heaare % Hecares % Hectares %
Piemose 9436 159 13196 30 | 52632 R 40939 128 5328 L7 45317 74
Valle & Azata 125 ol %4 ol 09 ol i ol 162 0! 3 0.l
ireri T4 03 1571 04 2345 03 848 0z 20 0.2 1538 0.2
Lombardia 135426 55 6365 1.5 11696 33 19194 5.0 3.893 1.3 23.08% 37
Prov.Bol:ase 4.627 2.0 178 0.0 4.802 o7 3119 1é 163 8.2 5282 o.8
Prov.Trate 7753 £ 1284 0z S.016 L3 2478 30 ] 03 10377 17
33413 143 40223 81 T3.636 o9 5042 17,3 21602 7! T4 124
Frek V.G 12936 55 43520 ¥ ] 17.753 2 15177 47 4073 L3 19250 31
E ni a-Fom 24633 los 352 80 | 35912 8 30.433 s 25364 52 35.796 89
34798 14,9 213473 53 1271 85 40962 12,8 18.877 [ ¥ 9835 5.6
441 23 $.762 20 14203 21 7512 i3 4978 16 11431 20
7142 3! 12517 28 19.659 29 10376 32 6369 21 16.745 a7
$.691 £ 20280 45 | 28971 43 7072 22 29329 R 16401 26
Abres:e 10.106 43 23379 53 | 33484 20 15,843 49 16347 54 31189 5!
S48 0.4 4998 51 5.866 o9 1209 04 3.945 3.3 5134 0.8
Campasia 4589 2.0 24425 55 | 29042 &3 9.5135 30 13.670 & 23.185 37
i 9918 é3 TE041 | im0 | 84959 12,6 23842 74 3%.117 154 $1.760 132

| Bazilicata 1316 0.8 6392 14 7708 1! 1583 0.5 3.278 IX] 4343 a8 |
Calabria 2708 12 10.806 2.4 13.511 2.0 3.1%9 1.0 6593 22 9.785 16
414 18 1074835 | 242 | 110638 55 12835 40 81234 200 | 104088 158
Sardesea 4,655 20 20970 47 | 25623 13 9.537 30 $928 29 15,465 30
233605 109 M1940 | 109 | 675546 100 320859 199 | 3484 100 | 625700 199

Comparing to 2000, the Controlled and Guaranteed Designations of
Origin increased by almost three times, the Controlled Designations
of Origin by 25% and the Typical Geographical Indications by 15%.
The latter, while representing production of high quality that can be
compared, in some respects, to the ones of the other two categories,
if only for their origin and the close link with the territory, account
for a significant share of Italian wine-growing area and contribute si-
gnificantly to its qualification. For the purposes of the official statis-
tics, however, so far, this category of products is included in the
group of "other wines", as shown in Table 2 and Graph F below.

Licence CCBY 4.0
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{Graph. F). Trend of the regional acreage for PDO and other wines production between
2000 and 2010. Percentage of the entire acreage for wine production (ISTAT).
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15 Analyzing the trend of the acreage in relation to the different kinds of
wines, it appears (Table 2) that there has been a significant increase
in the qualification of wine production and the surface for the pro-
duction of wines with Controlled Designation of Origin moved by
under 35 % in 2000 to 51 % in 2010. And this demonstrates the sensi-
bility that growers and wine makers have had to react to the spurs
coming from the market and to technological innovations, with the
transformation and upgrading of the productions that have affected
our winemaking sector in the last two decades.

16 Going more in depth, we note that, as absolute value, the hectares of
vineyards intended for qualified productions increased by 37% from
233.605 in 2000 to 320.859 in 2010, that is an increase of 87.254 hec-
tares. It is a very important result particularly if it is compared to
other types of wines whose surfaces have, however, suffered a de-
cline in the same decade of 42 %, that is 137.099 hectares. The latter
figure also includes 50.000 hectares lost with the general contraction
of the wine-growing area, but it clearly shows and confirms the dy-
namics of production that are increasingly oriented towards the
wines of high quality.
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As to the geographical concentration of production with Controlled
Designation of Origin, the highest score is northern and central Italy
(73% of the total area), while in the southern Italy, between 2000 and
2010 it was registered the greatest percentage of increase that for
some designations has doubled (Table 3 ). The phenomenon can be
explained by gap existing, since the second half of the last century,
between viticulture and oenology of the two areas which still now
have very different socio-economic and structural characteristics .

Table3. Trend of the meional acrease for PFDO and Other winas production between 2000 and 2010

(BTAT.
Year 2000 Yeur 2010
BEQes PDO wises Other wize: Tenl Dec #Dacs Otherwise: Teeal
Heaare % Hectares 2% Hecmres Hectares % Hectares % Hecore
Piema 9436 | ra9 13096 | 2sr | s2e32 40989 | a2 5328 12 46317
Valle £ Aesta 224 3 234 2 09 301 52 162 11 443
Ligeria ™4 230 1571 70 | 2348 848 ) 550 r 1538
Losmbardia 15426 | 700 6569 | 20 | 21996 1904 | & 3898 17 23,089
Provisda Bokase 4.627 95.3 178 57 4502 5129 o7 163 3 5282
Previsca Treste 7353 | as0 1264 140 | 9016 9.478 5! 598 9 10377
Vawo 3413 | 54 w013 | s | me36 5042 | 72 21.602 32 77644
FrichVaeia Giela | 12936 | 725 4520 | 20 | 177 mar | o 4073 n 19250
FedisRemagea 24633 | ars 3529 | sap | sesn2 30433 | ss 25364 4s 55796
Toscass M9 |7 b4 || mm 40962 | ss 18877 22 9539
Umsbria 3441 283 s762 | su7 | 14203 7512 s0 +97% @ 12491
Marche 7.142 353 12517 8,7 19.639 10376 &2 6369 L 16.743
Lasie 3,691 0 2% | ra0| 280m 7.072 & 9329 = 16401
Abrezze 10006 | s02 23319 | spe | 33484 15543 | @ 16347 & 32189
Mslize 858 s 4593 52 | 5886 1209 22 3.942 77 5154
Campasia 4389 ss 2456 | =6z | 20048 9.512 & 13670 = 23.188
Peslia 9.918 r o 75041 | ssr | sesss ne | %017 o $2760
Bulics 1316 I 6302 | a2p | 7708 1188 2 3278 s 4363
Calabris 2708 00 10806 | s00 | 1351 3159 ) 6595 & 9.783
Sicilia 4154 57 107485 | ss3 | 110638 128s | 2 9124 &= 104.068
Sardeges 4652 52 20970 | s18 | 2528 9.537 = 928 r 15,488
ITALY 23.605 ME 4180 €54 675546 320859 51 34841 49 625.700

Table.3. Trend of the regional acreage for PDO and Other wines production between 2000

18

and 2010 (ISTAT).

At the level of regions , it can be seen that in over half of these (12 re-
gions and 2 autonomous provinces ) the percentage of qualified vi-
neyards swings between 97% and 52% of their total surface, while in 7
other regions this percentage is between 30 and 50%. Only in Sicily,
this percentage is low and reaches 12%. But if we think that such per-
centage is equal to 12.835 hectares, we note that even in this region

Licence CCBY 4.0
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20

Hectares

there was an important and significant increase of the qualified vi-
neyards. Such surface will be set to increase over the years, given the
remarkable consistency of the wine-growing area of this region.

A large number of varieties, both autochthonous and international,
that can bring forth the best of their characteristics thanks to the pe-
ninsular territory which provides a different type of soil and climate
environments, contribute to the production of this rich category of
quality wines.

THE EVOLUTION OF ACREAGE
GROWN WITH WINE PRODU-
CING VARIETIES

The wine grape varieties currently more grown are presented in
graph G, while table 4 shows the trend of the top 20 varieties since
1970.

(Graph. GG). First top 210 varieties for wine production grown in Italy according to

2010 census (ISTAT).
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Table 4. First 20 wine grap evarieties acreage from 1970 to 2010 (IST AT)

VARIETY Ly 1582 1550 2000 b U]
SANGIOVESE N(1)* §7.15841 103944 $5.320.92 70.112.06 716682
CATARRATTOBIANCO G)* 8633279 S1470 477342 0TI 479424
TREBSIAND TOSCANO B. (3)* 60.224.63 §0.339 §1325.86 H4.337.27 2330052
BARBERAN. §1214.66 62757 4712092 2536624 2032358
MERLOTN. 32196193 48.176 318723 3.6135 25.041.7
MONTEPULCTANON. 26.152.06 M6 3100545 9.82807 452427
NEGRO AMARO N. (%) 4162211 35421 3133714 16.739.96 114916
RIMITVON. 47.665,17 31693 1724988 7.951,06 1123339
TREESIAND ROMAGNOLO B, 2231556 25828 21.257.43 20.032.54 13.593.47
CALABRESEN 15.896,12 19.685 1418278 11.409.76 16.595,01
AGLIANICON. §5)* 1658541 130 1304245 9.892.07 991042
GARGANEGAE 13.763,32 12484 1304829 1163693 1129174
MOSCATO BLANCO B. 10.558.29 12336 1333314 13279.96 1130638
MALVASIA BIANCA DI CANTIA B. (20)* 20274.06 23.795 305222 L7852

NERELLO (10 18.451,7 20234 19.394.26

MALVASIA BIANCA LUNGA B 17.608.26 11480 834112

CANNONAUN (9 1354029 15.682 1252534 6347
NURAGUSE. 15.306,92 16.072

RABOSO (13 1311036

UVADITROIAN 10.839,79

ANSONICA B 13.73¢ 17 9.218.00
DOLCETTON 11307 10.415.77 7349.83

TREBBIAND ABRUZZESES 11.930,7% 693,42
CHARDONNAY B 11.773.06 19.7059.4
GLERA (4)* 814337 196212
CABERNET SAUVIGNON N £.042.33 15.724.48
CORVINA + CORVINONE {5)* 540623
SYRAHN 6.738,77
PDNOT GRIGD G. 17281
TOTAL 676.675.86 662018 5801685 40252400 3551
TOTAL ACREAGE 121537243 1063330 $62.386 €T5545 615599
9 ACREAGE TOP 20 V. TOTAL = 62 [ & a3

* See footnotes under table 5.

These varieties account for over half the national vineyard. Moving
from 1970 to 2010 the area planted with these varieties increased 56
to 64 % compared to the total area devoted to wine grapes. Logically
the list includes 29 varieties as some them that were among the most
cultivated in the early decades, later went down in the rankings, while
others in the more recent decades are among the top twenty.

There is, however, a core of 13 varieties that fall into this group in all 5
censuses: Sangiovese, Trebbiano toscano, Catarratto (bianco e lucido)
, Barbera, Merlot, Montepulciano , Negro amaro, Trebbiano romagno-
lo , Primitivo, Aglianico, Garganega, Calabrese and Moscato. Among
these 13 varieties, only Merlot is an international variety, the others
are autochthonous varieties spread across many regions (Sangiovese,
Trebbiano toscano, Moscato, Montepulciano) or localized mainly in
certain quality wine-growing areas: Sicily ( Catarratti and Calabrese),
Piedmont (Barbera) Puglia (Primitivo and Negroamaro), Basilicata
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(Aglianico), Garganega (Veneto) and Trebbiano romagnolo (Emilia Ro-
magna).

For all these varieties, there is a trend towards reduction since 1970
in line with the general reduction of the acreage under vine. Some of
them, however , Sangiovese, Merlot, Montepulciano, Primitivo and
Aglianico show a reversal of this trend in the period 2000-10, that is
an increase in the area planted. The area planted with the variety
Garganega is essentially stable since 1982.

Sangiovese steadily, from 1970 to 2010, accounts for about 10% of the
national vineyard confirming its supremacy due to the wide geogra-
phical spread. Trebbiano , Barbera and Catarratti, however grown on
large extent, continue to lose ground especially against more quality
effective varieties. Some of the remaining top varieties showed a
steady reduction: Malvasia Bianca di Candia , Malvasia bianca lunga,
Dolcetto, Nerello. Others appear only in 1970 among the top 20: Uva
di Troia, Raboso (Piave and Verona ). Nuragus, variety grown in Sar-
degna, is recorded just in the censuses of 1970 and 1982; while Can-
nonau (together with the synonims Alicante and Tocai rosso) is
spread in Sardegna and other Regions is recovering in 2010 after a
decline between 1970 and 1982. Ansonica, Dolcetto and Trebbiano
abruzzese appear, as losing ground, among the top 20 between 1982
and 2000. Also interesting are the data on the varieties listed among
the top 20 just in the last or the last two decades. Such varieties are
expanding. Calabrese, expanding since 1990, shows between 2000
and 2010 an increase in acreage of 45% Chardonnay, during the same
period , an increase of 67%, Cabernet Sauvignon 70%. Finally after
2000, among the top 20 varieties it can be found: Pinot Grigio, Corvi-
na (and Corvinone), Glera and Syrah. Such data confirms the tenden-
cy to strengthen the quality viticulture through the expansion of the
cultivation of international grapes in areas already structured for the
production of quality wines and for export, and the strengthening or
expansion of native grape varieties in their areas of origin always for
the production of quality wines.

Finally the table 5 shows the data of the wine-growing areas of the
first 100 varieties, among the more than 300 under cultivation. These
varieties account for 75 (1970 ) to 90% ( 2010) of the viticultural heri-
tage, so highlighting the national trend of viticulture for wine pro-
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duction to the progressive reduction of the number of varieties under
cultivation. We move now to some comments on the changes of vi-
neyards of varieties which acreage is lower than that of the group of
the top 20 and which expansion or reduction are more dependent on
the regional outcome of the viticulture. The data of the 1970 census
distinguishes the culture of vine in: “main crop” when the only
culture practiced is vine, “mixed main crop” when vine is grown toge-
ther with other herbaceous or woody crops but is the most important
crop on the basis of the value of the annual production and in “secon-
dary crop” when the vine is grown together with other herbaceous or
woody crops but is the less important crop on the basis of the value
of the annual production. In the present work the data concerning
the “secondary crop” are not considered because they refer to small
areas (gardens...) grown for personal use. In subsequent censuses the
vineyard area is divided into areas for the production of wines with
PDO and for the production of other wines.

A group of international varieties which acreage is growing can be
emphasized. Pinot Noir has an increasing trend since 1970 mainly in
areas with designations of origin. Sauvignon keeps its position with a
slight increase between 1990 and 2010. It is grown for 68% in areas
for wine with PDO. Similar trend is evident from the Gewtirztraminer
(Traminer aromatico) steadily expanding since 1970 and mainly in
areas with a designation of origin of northeastern Italy. Between
2000 and 2010, nearly triples the area under cultivation. The Viognier
variety recently introduced from France is classified in the Regions of
Lazio, Piedmont, Sicily, Tuscany, Umbria and under observation in the
Province of Bolzano. It is primarily grown for the production of wines
without a protected designation of origin.

Then there is a group of local grape varieties that substantially keeps
the area cultivated: Nebbiolo with an area of approximately 5.000
hectares. 91% of them for production of Protected Designation of
Origin. The same can be said for Lambrusco salamino which acreage
is 75% intended for PDO wines.

Ancellotta keeps its positions since 1982 equally divided between
wines with Protected denomination of origin and not. Cortese is
stable since 1990. Another group of native varieties shows an expan-
sive trend. Lambrusco Maestri, grown in more Regions, after a de-
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cline since 1970 is catching surfaces mainly for production of non-
designation wines. Grillo, Sicilian grape variety , is expanding since
2000 mainly for the production of non PDO wines. Instead Croatina,
Vermentino along with Fiano and Falanghina from Campania, Ga-
glioppo from Calabria and Lambrusco grasparossa grown in more re-
gions expand mainly in areas for wines with a designation of origin.
Also noteworthy is the Pecorino whose surface is even increased ten-
fold between 2000 and 2010. It is cultivated in Abruzzo ( mainly for
non PDO wines) and Marche (usually for PDO wines). The Moscato
giallo grape variety is present in many regions. Its surface area has
greatly increased between 2000 and 2010. We will see in the next
years if the trend continues or if it is just a momentary event.

Sagrantino is also growing steadily since 1970. It has tripled in the last
decade its surface and is mainly cultivated in order to produce PDO
wines. It is a native grape of Umbria, its main area of cultivation. Si-
milar trend can be seen for Arneis, native grape of Piedmont, in stea-
dy expansion since 1970 mainly in areas for PDO wines. There is also a
large group of varieties for which there is a reduction in the area of
cultivation. Among them Carignano and Rondinella are in steady de-
cline since 1970; Grecanico dorato Sicilian grape, after three decades
of growth , decreases from 2000 to 2010.

Among the international grape varieties Cabernet Franc (and Carme-
nere ) and Pinot Blanc slow down.
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Table 5a. More important wine varieties grown in Italy from 1970 to 2010 (ISTAT).
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Table 5b. More important wine varieties grown in Italy from 1970 to 2010 (ISTAT).
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Table 5c. More important wine varieties grown in Italy from 1970 to 2010 (ISTAT).

CONCLUSION

The changes to the acreage of the vine varieties for wine production
are described by the means of the data supplied by the decennial
censuses of agriculture. Availability of records concerning a period of
time of 40 years allows to perceive the trends of viticulture that, ob-
viously, are linked to those of production of wine. The national vi-
neyard continues to shrink but at a slower pace in comparison to the
past decades. Anyway such reduction, that depends also on the grape
and wine producing structures and on the stiffness of the EC rules as
for the enlargement of the acreage devoted to vine, affects in dif-
ferent ways the varieties under cultivation. Generally speaking the
varieties that give back revenue, replace the less interesting under
the economical point of view. The varieties more grown are the au-
tochthonous ones. Some of them have been the same all along the
decades considered. Some other are emerging since 2000 and, due to
the actions for bettering the PDO of the concerned wines, are wide-
ning their growing area. The occurrence and enlargement of the
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cultivation of some foreign varieties, mainly of French origin, is regis-
tered mostly in Regions where the production of PDO wines is alrea-
dy well established. In general the Italian viticulture strongly tends
towards a steady improvement of wines obtained either by autoch-
thonous and international varieties.
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English

By the means of the data of the decennial censuses of agriculture it was
commented the evolution of the Italian viticulture from 1970 to 2010 either
as for the national and regional acreage and as for the changes of the sur-
faces occupied by the wine producing varieties. It continues to rely mainly
on native varieties and on some quality effective foreign varieties. Italian
viticulture is in general reducing its acreage but there is an increase of the
surface cultivated with varieties for production of PDO wines at the ex-
penses of varieties for production of non PDO or less appreciated wines.
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